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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Voice of God

· Samuel

· 2 elders

· Jesse

· Eliab

· Servant

· David

· Abinadab
· Soldier

· Saul

· Voice of Goliath

· Jonathan

· Page

· 3 men
· Messenger

· Bathsheba
· Nathan

· Solomon

· Zadok

Scene 1:   The Anointing
Props:   Horn for oil, shepherd’s crook
Voice of God
Samuel!  How long will you mourn for Saul?  I have rejected him, he is no longer king over Israel.  Fill your horn with oil and go to Bethlehem.  I have chosen a son of Jesse to be king instead.
Samuel
How can I go?  When Saul hears of it he will kill me.

Voice of God
Tell the men of Bethlehem that you have come to worship with Jesse and his family.  Then you will anoint the one whom I have chosen.

Samuel leaves stage and walks to front of hall
Elders
Have you come in friendship?
Samuel
Yes, I want to worship with Jesse and his family.  Please tell them to prepare themselves and come to me.

Elders leave and send in Jesse and his sons.  Samuel moves to middle and calls eldest son to him
Samuel
Eliab, you are the eldest son of Jesse.  I think that God has chosen you.

Voice of God
Do not look to see how tall or handsome he is.  I have not chosen him.  I do not judge someone by his looks but by his heart.  I have chosen the youngest of the family.

Samuel
Where is your youngest son?

Jesse
He is looking after the sheep not very far away.

Samuel
Send for him!  We will not sit down until he comes.
Jesse
(To servant)  Go and fetch David at once.

Servant goes out and returns with David
Voice of God
Samuel, take your horn of oil and anoint him.  This is the one I have chosen.

Samuel
(Anointing David)  This lad is the Lord’s choice to be the king after Saul.  You must not say anything about this until the time comes for David to take the throne of Israel.

Scene 2:  Goliath

Props:   Bag of supplies, sling and stones, armour, sword
Jesse
David, take these things to your brothers in King Saul’s camp.

David
Yes, Father.  I enjoy seeing the soldiers.  Perhaps I will be one soon.

Jesse
Don’t get into mischief, and don’t annoy the soldiers with your stories.

David
Alright, Father.  Goodbye.

Walks to join brothers

Eliab
Why, David has come to see us!

David
Hello, everyone.  I’ve brought some supplies from Father.  How is the battle going?

Abinadab
Nothing much going on at present.

David
Why is that?

Eliab
The Philistines have a champion, a giant called Goliath, who wants to fight one of us in single combat.

David
Then why doesn’t someone go and fight him?

Abinadab
Because he is big and we are afraid of him.  King Saul has promised a great reward to the man who will kill him.  He will also be able to marry the king’s daughter.

David
I don’t see the problem.  The Lord is on our side.  It should be easy enough to kill this Philistine.

Soldier goes from the group to the king

Soldier
King Saul, there is a young man here who thinks that it is easy to kill Goliath.

Saul
Send him to me!

Soldier fetches David

Soldier
This is the man, O King.

Saul
But you are a youth!  Can you kill Goliath?

David
My Lord, I keep my father’s sheep.  When a lion and a bear came to take one, I killed them.

Saul
But Goliath is a warrior and you are only a shepherd boy.

David
The Lord is with us.  He will deliver Goliath into our hands.

Saul
Put my armour on him.
David
No, I have never fought in armour.  I will go in the strength of the Lord.  All I need are stones for my sling.

Saul
You will find them in the brook, and God go with you.

David picks up 5 smooth stones from the brook
Voice of Goliath

Now, you feeble Israelites, find a man for me to fight.

David
I am ready for you.  Come out and show yourself.

Voice of Goliath

(Laughing)  Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks and stones?  I will give you to the vultures to feed on.

David
You come to me in armour, with sword, shield and spear, but I come in the name of the Lord of Hosts.  He will deliver you into my hand today and the wild animals will eat you.  Take that!
David swings sling.  Goliath screams
David
O King, the enemy is dead.  The Lord has killed him.
Cheers from Soldiers
Saul
Well done, David.  I will keep my promise and make you rich.  Also, you will be a captain in my army.

Jonathan
Hello, David.  I am Jonathan, Saul’s son.  I would like to be your friend.

David
Gladly.  I hope we can be friends for many years.

Jonathan
I would like that too.  Fortunately my father wants you to stay here as his servant.

Scene 3:  Death of Saul

Saul and Jonathan on stage.  Table set for meal.  Page admits David

Page
Come in, Captain, King Saul is expecting you.

Saul
Ah, David, come and join us.  We are just about to have a meal.

Jonathan
Welcome, David.  We are pleased to see you again.

David
It was kind of you to invite me.  This is a pleasant change from army duties.

Saul
What is that noise?  Sounds like women chanting.  What are they saying?

David
It’s a victory chant.  They say, “Saul has killed thousands”.

Saul
That’s true, but what else?

Jonathan
“And David has killed ten thousands”.

Saul
So, that’s it!  David ten thousands, me only thousands.

Jonathan
But Father, David does more fighting than you.
David
They are exaggerating.  There aren’t that many Philistines.

Saul
Jonathan, beware of David.  He has married my daughter and taken over the army.  The people all praise him.  What is there left but the kingdom?

Jonathan
But Father, David is my friend.  If the Lord gives him the kingdom then I shall not mind.

David
Please don’t argue like this.  I don’t want to come between you.

Saul
You’ve done enough damage already.  Now go while you can.

David leaves and Saul throws spear at him

Jonathan
There is no need to get so angry.  David is a good man.

Saul
Yes, and too popular for my liking.  Come on, we have to fight the Philistines.  Let’s try to kill ten thousand of them.

Exit Saul and Jonathan.  Men join David on stage
1st Man
Captain, we would like to join you and help your cause.

David
I am fighting for peace and justice.

2nd Man
We don’t get much of that from Saul.  When he is dead and you are king, we will be your loyal subjects.

David
Then I’ll be glad if you would stay here with me.  Together we shall fight the Lord’s enemies.

3rd Man
Here comes a messenger.  He must have news.

David
Come here, lad.  What is your news?

Messenger
Sad news, Captain.  The Philistines won the battle against the Israelites.

David
What about Saul and Jonathan?

Messenger
They’re both dead, my Lord.

David
This is a very sad day in Israel.  Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives.  How are the mighty fallen!

1st Man
My Lord, David.  Now you will be king and we will serve you.

David
The Lord has already chosen me for this important position.  I have already been anointed by Samuel.

All
God save King David!

Scene 4:  God’s Promises to David

David and Bathsheba on stage

David
Well, Bathsheba.  Now that the kingdom has settled down, we must try to keep the peace and make the nation prosperous.

Bathsheba
Yes, and not forget our duty to the God of Israel.

David
I’ve been thinking a bit about our service to God and how to improve it.  Nathan is coming to hear my ideas.  Here he is now.

Nathan
King David, Bathsheba.  Thank you for inviting me.

David
I’ve been thinking about our service to God and how it can be improved.  What is needed is a building for the Ark of God and all the furniture.  At the moment it is in a tent and I live in this grand house.  God should have a proper house, bigger and better than this – specially built.

Nathan
What you suggest sounds right and good.  I will go and pray about it.

Exit Nathan

David
Nathan is a good man.  We are very fortunate to have such a sincere and able prophet of God.

Bathsheba
Look, here he is, back already!

Nathan
King David, I have been with God.  He is pleased with the idea but he wants to change some of your plans.

David
Please explain.

Nathan
God is pleased that you are concerned with his tabernacle, but he has never asked for anything better than the tent where He is now worshipped.  He will have a house built, but you must not do the work, because you are a man of war.  It will be your son, Solomon, who will build the temple for God.

Bathsheba
I’m sure he will do it well.  Solomon is a godly man.
David
What else did the Lord say?

Nathan
Instead of you building a house for God, He will build a house for you!

David
What does that mean?

Nathan
After you are dead, God will raise up one of your sons to be a special king over His kingdom.

Bathsheba
David has already decided that Solomon shall be king after him.  Is that what you mean?

Nathan
Not really.  Solomon will be king and prosper.  But the king whom God has chosen will be God’s own son and He will reign over the kingdom for ever.

David
That is a very difficult thing to understand – very wonderful indeed.  But I believe that God can do it, and will do it.

Nathan
Yes, He will.  But this will happen in the far distant future.

David
God has spoken of my house for a great while to come.  But I know that He will keep His promise.  One day we shall see this great king whom God has appointed.

Scene 5:  Death of David

David on stage on couch

Bathsheba
How are you today, my Lord?

David
Not at all well, my dear.  I think that my end is very near.

Bathsheba
You will remember your promise to choose Solomon as king over Israel?

David
Of course, but he must be patient.

Bathsheba
Then why has Adonijah told everyone that he is the king?  Have you chosen him instead?
David
No, I have not.  Are you sure he claims to be king?

Nathan
(Hurrying in)  My Lord David, it is true.  Adonijah has set himself up as king, but he has not called me or Zadok the priest to serve him.

David
Solomon is to be king.  I will give up the throne today and Solomon shall be king.  Call Zadok and Solomon and announce to everybody that Solomon is king.

Enter Solomon and Zadok.  Solomon is enthroned

All
God save King Solomon.

Bathsheba
The word of the Lord has been fulfilled.  But, hush, my Lord David is dying.

David
I go to my fathers.  Solomon, my son, be strong and faithful to God and always trust in him.

Solomon
Yes, Father, I will keep all His laws.

Bathsheba
It is finished.  King David is dead.

Nathan
David was a good king, a man after God’s own heart.  He reigned 40 years over Israel and now, at 70, he has died.  May Solomon continue the good work which he started.

All
And may God soon send that one who will be His son, to reign over Israel for ever.

THE END
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