The Ten Virgins
15
Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Ten girls with lamps
· Voice

Props
Since it is difficult to get the right kind of lamp, make do with gravy boats with night lights in them.  All the lamps are lit.  It is getting darker. 
The girls stand together in the middle of the stage.

Narrator
The disciples asked Jesus what would be the sign of his coming. 
He told them, “Of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.  Therefore you must be ready, for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
Then the kingdom of heaven shall be compared to ten maidens who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom”.

Wise Virgin 1
It’s getting very late.

Foolish Vir 1
I thought the bridegroom would have been here before this.

Foolish Vir 2
I’m tired.

Wise Vir 2
Let’s sit down and rest.

(They all sit down.  One by one they all fall asleep.  It gets darker.  In the darkness, the five foolish virgins must put out their lamps, but not all together)
WAIT

Voice offstage
The bridegroom comes. Go out and meet him.
(The ten girls get to their feet.  5 lamps are shining, 5 have gone out)
Foolish Vir 1
Oh, our lamps are going out.  Lend us some of your oil.

Wise Vir 1
No, we can’t do that.  There won’t be enough for us and you.

Foolish Vir 2
What are we going to do?

Wise Vir 2
Why don’t you go to the shops and buy some?
Foolish Vir 1
Yes, that’s what we’ll do.
(Exit 5 foolish virgins, stage left.  The rest of the actors form a procession.  They should have torches but not, of course, electric ones and since you don’t want to set the place on fire, this may not be possible!  One or two small drums and tambourines, if you can get hold of them, would make a suitable noise.  The leading figure is the bridegroom.  The procession marches around the hall.
The 5 wise virgins follow.  The door is shut behind them all)
(Enter 5 foolish virgins. They stop and look around)

Foolish Vir 1
Oh, we’ve missed them.  They’ve gone in.

Foolish Vir 2
Let’s knock.  It can’t be too late.

(Foolish Virgins 1 and 2 go to the door and knock while the other 3 stand at the side of the platform and watch them)
Foolish Virs 1 & 2
(Knocking)  Lord, lord, open to us.

Foolish Virs 4 & 5
Lord, lord, open to us.

(The door opens just enough for a voice to come through)

Voice
Go away.  I don’t know you.

(The door closes again.  The 5 Foolish Virgins turn away, hiding their faces in their hands)

Narrator
Jesus said, “Watch, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
And what I say to you, I say to all, WATCH”.

THE END
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