The Talents
14
Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Master

· 3 Servants

· 2 Attendants
Props
Chair or throne.  Beside the chair, a small table and on the table 
5 bags of different sizes, all apparently heavy.

Narrator
Jesus told his disciples the parable of the talents to teach us that until he returns we must each of us make full use of the opportunities he gives us to serve him.  He said, “It will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property, to each according to his ability”.

Master
I am going on a journey and I may be gone for a long time, so I shall leave my property with you.  To you, my steward, I shall give five talents.
(He picks up the biggest bag and hands it to Servant A, who steps forward, takes it, bows and steps back again)

To you, two talents.

(He hands the next bag to Servant B, who steps forward, takes it, bows and steps back again)

And to you, one talent.

(He hands the smallest bag to Servant C who takes it and bows slightly and steps back)

Now I am going. Take good care of my property.

(Master exits)

Servant B
What will you do with the master’s five talents?  It’s a lot of money.

Servant A
I shall have to think carefully about it.  I shall trade with it, of course - I think perhaps gold and silver ornaments and jewellery.  What will you do?

Servant B
I think perhaps a vineyard.  (To Servant C)  What will you do?

Servant C
Oh, I’ve only got one talent.  The master doesn’t think me as clever as you two.  I’ll take care of it alright, but I don’t see why I should have to work when the master isn’t here.
(They all exit)

Narrator
Now after a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them.
(Enter Master followed by 2 attendants who stand behind his throne.  The 3 servants follow and stand in front of him)

Servant A
(Steps forward with 2 bags the same size)  Master, you gave me five talents.  Here, I have made five talents more.
Master
Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little, and I will set you over much.  Enter into the joy of your master.

Servant B
(Steps forward with 2 bags)  Master, you gave me two talents.  Here, I have made two talents more.

Master
Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little and I will set you over much.  Enter into the joy of your master.

Servant C
(Slouches forward with his 1 small bag)  Master, I knew you were a hard man, so I was afraid and I went and hid your talent in the ground.  Here it is - you can have it back.

Master
You wicked and lazy servant!  So you knew that I was a hard man, did you?  Then you might at least have put my money in the bank, and then at my coming I should have received it back with interest. 
(To the 2 attendants)  Take the talent from him and give it to the man with ten talents.  And send the worthless servant away.
THE END
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