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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Simeon

· Dan

· Jonathan

· Micah

· Obadiah

· Ahab

· Elijah
· Widow (Deborah)
· Miriam

· Rachel

· Widow’s son
· Amos

· Reuben

· Crowd
· Prophets of Baal

· Boy
· Jezebel

· Messenger

· Naboth

· Bigtha, a Chamberlain
· Prophets of Bethel

· Elisha

· Prophets of Jericho
· Voice

Scene 1:  Ahab’s Palace
(Empty throne in centre.  3 servants enter talking)
Simeon
Is a servant to have NO rest?  I have been serving already for many hours and now Obadiah has ordered me to await the king’s pleasure here.  If I were Obadiah, I would act VERY differently.

Dan
Come brother, your tiredness has affected your judgment.  You know that there has been no better governor of the king’s household than Obadiah.

Jonathan
Hush, someone’s coming – why, it’s Micah!

Micah
Do you know where your master, Obadiah, may be found?

Jonathan
He gave us our orders in the servant’s court about an hour ago and then went to the storehouses.

Micah
Then I will go and look for him there.

(Exit Micah)

Dan
There goes a man of mystery.  I wonder what is up now?

Jonathan
He may go back to Tyre.  That’s where he lived until the King of Tyre’s daughter married our King Ahab.

Simeon
Jezebel!  Do not talk of her!  She …..

Dan
Hush, fool!  Someone comes.

(Enter Micah & Obadiah walking slowly, engrossed in conversation)

Micah
My heart is sad at what you tell me, Obadiah.  I had hoped that King Ahab would persuade Queen Jezebel to turn from the worship of idols, to serve the true and living God.

Obadiah
(Shaking his head)  Jezebel, as you know, is a strong woman and Ahab is weak and easily lead.  She has set her priests to work, with the result that many in Israel now worship this heathen god they call Baal.  Baal!  Bah! I tell you, Micah, it makes me so cross and it makes me weep for the foolishness of it.  That Israel, the chosen people, should forsake the Lord.

Micah
I must be on my way.  Farewell, my friend.

(Exit Micah.  Obadiah inspects the room and speaks quietly to the servants.  Enter King and courtiers.  Obadiah bows and takes up position near door.  King talks to courtiers.  Simeon exits right)

Ahab
Come, Obadiah, report to me on the state of my household.

Obadiah
All is in order, my lord.  There are about a dozen people outside waiting to talk to you.

Ahab
Very well, Obadiah.

(A sound of scuffling and protests outside.  Servant at door goes out to see what is happening.  He returns backing in and protesting)

Simeon
Do not come any closer – you cannot enter until the King summons you.

(A tall figure thrusts the servant aside and strides into the room)

Elijah
I, the prophet of the Lord, come at the bidding of my God and  (pointing at Ahab)  know this, O king, that your sins and the sins of this people have provoked the Lord to great anger.  Hear now, as the Lord God of Israel lives, there shall be no dew or rain for years, unless I tell you so.
CURTAIN

Scene 2

(Widow and 2 neighbours enter in front of an eastern house)

Widow
Oh, this never-ending drought!  Day after day I wake up and gaze through my window, hoping against hope to see just one little cloud.

Miriam
And day after day the pitiless sun shines down, blazing and burning, drawing the very last drop of moisture out of the earth.

Rachel
Yes, our small stock of food grows less.  My bin of flour is almost empty, and where can I hope to get more?

Miriam
It’s the curse of the Lord - neither rain nor dew, the prophet said, till he returns and gives the word.

Widow
Till he returns, and no-one knows where Elijah is.  He has hidden himself and if he doesn’t come back soon, it will be too late!  We cannot exist much longer.

Rachel
Some people say he has gone into the desert, but my nephew Joel says he knows where he is.

Miriam
Knows where Elijah is?

Rachel
Well, of course he cannot be sure, but last week on his way back from Tyre, he stopped by a stream to drink …
Widow
And …?

Rachel
Joel says he saw a man come down from the nearby rocks to drink and he is certain it was him.

Miriam
Did Elijah – if it was Elijah – have anything to eat?

Rachel
That’s the strangest part of Joel’s tale.  He says that as he watched the man drinking, two large black birds approached – ravens he thought they were.  And as they came near the ground, Joel could see that each was carrying something in its claw.  Looked like meat and bread!
Widow
Surely the Lord is preserving the life of the prophet if this is true.  Would that he would return and pray to God to have mercy on us and send rain.  (Pause)  Well, I have only a handful of flour left.  I am going to gather enough sticks for a little fire and bake our last loaf.  My son Jonathan and I will eat it, and then …
Rachel
Do not despair, dear.  The Lord will surely not let us all die.  Come, Miriam, let’s see if our husbands are back yet and if they have brought any food.

(Exit Miriam and Rachel right.  Widow searches for sticks)

Widow
O that I had a man to help me in this sad time.  Yet I would not wish for my dear husband to have lived to see the day when his son would be crying for food.

(Looking towards left exit)


I can see a stranger coming over the hill.  Poor man, he does look tired.  I expect he has travelled a long way.  Perhaps he also has a family to feed and is searching for food.

(Enter Elijah left, very weary and leaning on his staff)

Elijah
Peace be with you, daughter.

Widow
And peace be unto you too, my father.

Elijah
Fetch me, I pray you, a little water to drink for I am very tired.

(Widow begins to exit right)


And I pray you, a little food also, for it is a long time since I have eaten.

Widow
I will give you water, but I cannot give you anything to eat.  We are starving here.  I have only a handful of flour left and a little oil.  I am gathering these sticks to bake our last loaf.  When my son and I have eaten that, we shall have nothing left and so must die!
Elijah
Fear not, my daughter.  Go, do as you have planned but first make a little loaf for me.  Then use the rest of the flour and oil for a loaf for you and your son, for it is the God of Israel’s promise that your jar of flour shall not become empty nor your flask of oil be used up before He sends rain once again on this land.

CURTAIN

Scene 3

(Some weeks later, Widow mixing in bowl.  Enter Miriam)

 Miriam
You are still finding enough flour and oil to make a loaf each day, I see.

Widow
Yes, praise be to God.  The flour bin has never been empty nor my flask of oil run dry these weeks that the stranger has stayed with us.

(Enter Rachel)

Rachel
My daughter tells me that your son is not well, Deborah.  Is that so?

Widow
Yes, I am very worried about him.  He says his head aches terribly and he cannot seem to breathe properly.  Watch my cakes for me a minute or two, will you, Rachel, whilst I go and see how he is.

(Exit Widow)

Miriam
Poor soul, she worships that boy.

Rachel
Yes, he is all she has in the world.  I do not know what she would do if anything happened to him!

Widow
(Rushing in from right)   My son!  My son!  He is dead!  He is dead!

(Miriam and Rachel run to her.  Elijah enters left)

Widow
(Turning to him)  Oh, man of God, what have you to do with me?  Have you come here to reveal my past sins, to punish me by slaying my son?  Is that why you came here?
(Widow very distraught.  Elijah goes over and puts his arm around her)

Elijah
Be calm, daughter, I came to do you no harm.  Let me go to your boy.

(Exit Elijah right, Miriam follows, but stops at exit.  Widow continues to cry              and Rachel tries to comfort her)      
Rachel
The prophet speaks.

Miriam
(Breathlessly)  He prays for the child, that his life shall return to him again.

Widow
0h that God would answer his prayer.

(Widow weeps afresh, tense silence as 3 women wait motionless.  Elijah appears right, holding up his hand)
Elijah
See, your son lives!

(Son runs across stage to Widow.  Widow makes great fuss of him, as do the other women)
Widow
Now by this I know that you are a man of God and that God really speaks through you.
CURTAIN

Scene 4:  In Samaria
(Outside the palace, 2 guards on duty)

Amos
Our country is in a sorry state.  The drought has ruined all the crops and there is little food for us, let alone our herds.

Reuben
Yes, that is true.  These are terrible times and still there is no sign of rain.  I know I’d feel all the better for a good meal again.

Amos
Shh – here comes the king.

(Enter Ahab)

Ahab
Find Obadiah, the governor of my house.  I must speak with him urgently.

Reuben
Yes, O King.  He is in the city now.  (Looks out through exit)   Why, I can see him walking towards the palace gates.

Ahab
Bring him here at once.

(Ahab paces up and down impatiently as Reuben fetches Obadiah.  Enter Obadiah)
Obadiah
(Bowing)  My Lord the King.

Ahab
The drought continues, Obadiah, and there has been no rain now for three years.  There are few crops available and our herds will die if they do not have fresh pastures immediately.

Obadiah
We must devise a plan to find out if there is any green pasture left in the land.
Ahab
We will search the whole land.  Go to the brooks and springs and see if any grass remains to keep the horses and mules alive.

Obadiah
Yes master.  Let us divide the land between us for no time must be wasted on such an urgent matter.

Ahab
It is a good plan, Obadiah.  I will go eastward and you go westward.  We will meet again at this place.  Farewell, Obadiah.

(Exit Ahab and 2 guards left, Obadiah right.  Obadiah re-enters right, shading his eyes.  Enter Elijah left)

Obadiah
(Falling to his knees)  Is it really you, my lord Elijah?
Elijah
Yes.  Go and tell your master that Elijah is here.

Obadiah
No, I cannot, for my lord has searched every nation and kingdom for you.  While I go to tell Ahab you are here, the Spirit of the Lord will carry you away again and Ahab will kill me when he doesn’t find you.
Elijah
As the Lord of Hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely present myself to Ahab today.
Obadiah
Ahab will seize the occasion to kill me for he knows that I hid the prophets of the Lord in a cave, to deliver them from the wrath of Jezebel.

Elijah
Fear not, Obadiah, for Ahab must be shown the error of his ways in serving Baal.

Obadiah
I will go and do as you have said.  I have feared the Lord from my youth.  May He be with me now to protect me from the hand of Ahab.

(They exit.  Enter Ahab and 2 guards)

Ahab
A tragic search, not a blade of green grass to be found.  But Obadiah is not back yet, perhaps he has found something.

Amos
(Looking towards exit)  Here he comes now, O King.

(Enter Obadiah)

Ahab
(Eagerly)  Have you had success?

Obadiah
No, O King.  There is no grass to be found in the whole land but (pause)
I found Elijah the prophet and he wishes to see you.

Ahab
Elijah the prophet!  (Shouting)  I have searched everywhere for him and he has escaped me!  He is the cause of all this trouble – where is he?

Reuben
A man approaches, O King.

(Enter Elijah)

Ahab
Is that you, you troubler of Israel?

Elijah
I have not made trouble for Israel, but you and your father’s family have.  Now, therefore, summon the people from all Israel and the prophets of Baal to meet me on Mount Carmel.
CURTAIN

Scene 5:  Mount Carmel 
(Whole cast on stage.  On right ‘All Israel’, on left ‘Prophets of Baal’.  Elijah paces up and down then stops and talks to ‘Israel’)
Elijah
How much longer are you going to waver between two choices?  (Walks towards them)  It is time you made up your minds.  (Paces up and down)   If the Lord is God follow him; but if Baal is God follow him.
(Crowd turn and murmur together, “Jehovah is God, Baal is God”)
Elijah
(Waving towards left)  See, there are four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal but I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left.  (Persuasively)  Come, let us put the matter to a test that you may know who is the only living god.

(Crowd begins to shout a bit and chant, “Jehovah is God, Baal is God”)

Crowd
A decision, a decision, the prophet will decide.  Elijah shall choose for us.

Elijah
Get two bulls for us.  Let them choose one for themselves, and then cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but do not set fire to it.  I will prepare the other bull and do the same.  Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord.  The god who answers by fire - he is God.
Crowd
Fire from heaven, fire from heaven.  This shall be the test, it is good …
Ephraim
(Looking out right)  That is a good flat piece of ground, let’s make the sacrifice there.

Gad
Look, two bulls are tethered down there by the vineyard.  (Turning to third prophet)  Go, bring them here and prepare them as Elijah commanded.

(Exit Ephraim and third prophet)

Gad
(Turning to others on stage)  Go, make ready the pile of wood and see that it is dry and clean.

(General busying around on stage)

Elijah
Is all ready?  Then call on your god and see if he will answer you!

(All on stage half-turn so that they are looking towards right wing exit)
Prophets of Baal     Hear us, Baal, hear when we call.  Hear us, Baal, hear when we call.

Crowd
Baal, we cry to you.  Baal, we cry to you.  Hear us Baal.
(General movement – Prophets go forward and fling up their arms as they call)

Elijah
Shout louder.  Baal is a god!  Perhaps he is deep in thought and does not hear you!

Crowd
Baal, we cry to you.  Baal, we cry to you.  Hear us Baal.
Elijah
Try again – perhaps he has gone on a journey.
Crowd
Baal, Baal.  Baal, we cry to you.  Hear us Baal.
Elijah
Do not despair, keep on calling.  He is probably asleep and must be awakened!

(Lot of commotion, prophets cutting themselves, etc.  Elijah takes middle of stage, holds up his hand)
Elijah
(With quiet dignity)  Enough now.  Come close to me. (Stands in front of people who form half circle in front of him – still facing wing right)
Set up now the altar of the Lord which has been thrown down.

(Exit two and return with stones)

Elijah
See that you take twelve stones, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel.
(To other prophets)  Go and help them dig a wide trench all round the altar.
(Turning to two more)  Go, fill four barrels with water – I shall want them.

(First two return)

Elijah
That is well done.  Now watch as I put the wood on the altar.  Now I am placing the bull on the wood.  Take now the water and pour it over the sacrifice.

(Exit water carriers)

Crowd
Water over the wood!  Why is he doing that?  How will wet wood burn?

Elijah
That is right – now do it again.
Crowd
The sacrifice is saturated with water!

Elijah
Do it yet a third time.
Crowd
See – the water is running all over the altar now.  The trench is full – how can it burn?

Elijah
The time of the evening sacrifice is nigh.  Stand quietly now before the Lord!

(Elijah bends himself to ground.  Pause.  Lights dim.  Pause.  Bright red light offstage and crackling sound)
Crowd
Fire from heaven!  The sacrifice is burning!  The Lord sends fire!  The sacrifice is consumed!
(All fall on faces to ground)
The Lord - he is God.  The Lord - he is God.

Elijah
(Standing up and brandishing staff)  Seize all the prophets of Baal.  Slay them before me!  Take them and kill them!  Let not one escape.
(General scuffle, all exit except Elijah, one prophet and small boy)
Elijah
Go, tell King Ahab to eat and drink, for I hear the sound of the coming of rain.

(Exit Prophet)

Elijah
(To Boy)  Go up now and look towards the sea.

(Boy goes to left wing and looks out)

Elijah
What can you see?

Boy
There is nothing – there is nothing.

Elijah
Look harder now, be quite sure, look seven times.
Boy
(Looking all round)  Behold I see now a little cloud, no bigger than a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!
Elijah
Go, run to the King and say, “Prepare your chariot and hurry down before the rain stops you”.  I (gathering up robe and grasping staff) will run before him into Jezreel.
CURTAIN

Scene 6
(A room in the palace.  Two servants gaze out of window.  Enter unnoticed by servants, Jezebel and attendants.  Jezebel stops just inside door looking at two at window)

Jezebel
(With venom)  Why are you gazing out and neglecting your duties, you scoundrels?
(Servants swing round guiltily)
What is it out there that so interests your feeble minds?
ANSWER ME!

(Servants exchange glances but say nothing.  Jezebel strides across the room, pushes them aside.  Stares out of the window, her face betraying chagrin and amazement at the scene before her)
Jezebel
(Under her breath)  Elijah running before the King’s chariot!
(Turns away from window and with clenched fists and venom in her voice)
Elijah – I will have you yet, O my enemy!

(Walks swiftly to door.  Lights out)

(Ahab paces up and down.  Jezebel is seated on couch sitting erect, eyes blazing with hatred)

Ahab
There it is, Jezebel.  I have told you all that happened this day at Carmel.  Now I must go and rest for I am weary.

(Jezebel arises and strides up and down with clenched fists)

Jezebel
The prophets of Baal slain!  How could you have allowed such a thing to happen?

Ahab
(Turning at door)  Baal is not the God of Israel, Jezebel.

(Exit Ahab.  Jezebel marches up and down in fury, then stops)

Jezebel
(To Servant)  Go, fetch me a messenger at once.
(Exit Servant, returns with Messenger)

Jezebel
Go, find Elijah and tell him this, “Before the sun sets tomorrow his life shall be as one of the prophets of Baal”.

(Lights off.  Screens across palace scene - Naboth’s vineyard.  Enter Naboth from left and Micah and Obadiah from right)

Obadiah
Hail, Naboth.
 Naboth
Welcome, my friends.  My heart rejoices to see you.  Let us sit in this shady corner of the vineyard and talk.
(Claps his hands, Servant appears)
Bring refreshment for Micah and Obadiah.

(Exit Servant)

Naboth
What is the palace news, Obadiah?

Obadiah
(Shaking his head)  There is no peace there.  Ahab is but a tool in the hands of Jezebel.  Even when he is convinced in his own mind that she is wrong, he dare not flout her.
Naboth
The King comes here frequently.  He wants to buy my vineyard.

(Servant appears with refreshment and dispenses it)
Micah
Surely you will not part with your inheritance?

Naboth
Never!  And I have told the King so.  (Pause)  Micah, have you any news of Elijah, for I have not seen or heard of him since that wonderful day on Carmel when the prophets of Baal were slain.

Micah
(Quietly)  Yes, I have news of him.

Naboth
Say on, Micah, for we are anxious to hear.

Micah
With Jezebel’s threats in his ears, Elijah fled for his life into the wilderness.  He had hoped her power was broken and that Israel would return to the worship of the true God.

Obadiah
How great must have been his sorrow.

Micah
Indeed.  At last, exhausted with his misery and his journeying he lay under a juniper tree and wished he could die.  He fell asleep but was wakened by an angel who gave him food and drink.

Obadiah
Truly Elijah is a man of God that his life should be revived by an angel.

Micah
True indeed, Obadiah, but you have not heard the half.  By the strength gained from that food Elijah travelled for 40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness until he came to the Mount Horeb.
Naboth
Horeb in Sinai?  The mount of God!

Micah
(Quietly)  Yes, the mount of God and there God spoke to Elijah.

(An awed silence followed)

Micah
On the mountain Elijah witnessed storm, earthquake and fire but God did not speak to him out of any of these wonderful acts of his handiwork.  God spoke to him in a still, small voice.
(Another silence)
Obadiah
(Timidly)  Do you know what the Lord said to Elijah, Micah?

Micah
The Lord told Elijah to return upon his way for there were yet 7,000 in Israel who had not worshipped Baal.  He also commanded Elijah to anoint three people - Hazael to be king of Syria, Jehu to be king of Israel and Elisha who is follow himself as the prophet of Israel.
Naboth & Obadiah     The God of Israel be praised.

CURTAIN

Scene 7:  King’s Court
(Servants hand round food.  Ahab refuses to eat anything)
Jezebel
Why is your spirit so sad that you eat no bread?

Ahab
I have matters to consider – trouble me not.

Jezebel
What troubles you?  Has the prophet been interfering again?

Ahab
No, it is Naboth.  I want his vineyard and have offered to buy it from him or give him a larger one if he so desires.
Jezebel
Surely Naboth has not dared to refuse the King’s command?

Ahab
He says it is the inheritance of his fathers.

Jezebel
(Rising)  Do you not govern the kingdom of Israel?  Arise and eat and let your heart be merry.  I will give you the vineyard of Naboth.
Ahab
How can I be merry?  Behold I will go now and take my rest – leave me in peace.  Chamberlains, see that I am not disturbed.

(Exit Ahab)

Jezebel
Bigtha!

Bigtha
Yes, O Queen.

Jezebel
Listen – I have a plan.  Naboth and his sons shall be falsely accused and then the people will stone them to death.  The vineyard will then become the King’s.  Come, let us write letters of instruction and seal them with the King’s seal and send them to all the nobles and elders of the city.

Bigtha
Your commands will be obeyed, O Queen.

Jezebel
Hurry, Bigtha, for this is urgent.

(Exit Bigtha, lights out.  Lights on, Ahab on stage, enter Bigtha)
Jezebel
(Crossing to door)  What is the news, Bigtha?

Bigtha
Your instructions have been carried out.  Naboth and his sons are dead.

(Jezebel dismisses Bigtha with wave of hand)

Jezebel
(Turning to Ahab)  Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth which he refused to give you for money, for I have news that Naboth is dead.

Ahab
(Rising)  Naboth dead!  (Pauses)  Then his vineyard is mine!  I will go down to possess it.  At last it is mine to do with as I wish.  How foolish was Naboth to oppose me.
(Starting back as Elijah quietly enters)
Have you found me, O mine enemy?
Elijah
I have found you because you have sold yourself to work evil in the sight of the Lord.  Thus saith the Lord, “I will bring evil upon you and upon your house because you have provoked me to anger and made Israel to sin!”
(Points to Jezebel)
And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, “The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel”.

CURTAIN 
Scene 8
(Enter first party of prophets discussing recent events)
1st Prophet
The sons of the prophets are saying that today Elijah will be taken away and that Elisha will be the prophet of the Lord in his place.

2nd Prophet
Yes, that is true, my son.  Do you not remember what Micah said?  How that God spoke to Elijah at Mount Horeb and told him that Elisha should succeed him as prophet.

(First party of prophets retire to back stage left and continue discussion.  Enter Elijah and Elisha from right who walk across stage and stop)

Elijah
Wait here, I pray you, Elisha, for the Lord has sent me to Bethel.

Elisha
As the Lord lives, I will not leave you.
(Elijah walks back towards right exit.  As Elisha follows, first prophet steps forward and accosts him)
1st Prophet
Don’t you know that the Lord will take away your master today?
Elisha
Yes, I know it.  Hold your peace.
(From right enter second party of prophets)

3rd Prophet
Have you seen Elisha?

4th Prophet
No, but we should do soon.  Elijah is coming to Jericho and Elisha will not leave his master’s side today.

3rd Prophet
Indeed, no.

(Second party of prophets retire to back stage.  Enter Elijah and Elisha as before.

Elijah
Elisha, wait here I pray you, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.
Elisha
As the Lord lives, I will not leave you.
(As before, Elijah walks ahead.  3rd Prophet steps forward and accosts Elisha)

3rd Prophet
Do you know that the Lord will take away your master today?
Elisha
Yes, I know.  Hold your peace.
(Exit Elijah and Elisha as before.  They return from right exit)

Elijah
Stay here, I pray you, for the Lord has sent me to Jordan.
Elisha
As the Lord lives, I will not leave you.

(Exit Elijah and Elisha left.  Sons of Prophets watch)
4th Prophet
They have reached the river.  Elijah is taking off his mantle.

3rd Prophet
He is striking the water with it!  The waters are rolling back!
Both
They are walking across on dry ground.
(Lights dim.  Elijah and Elisha reappear)
Elijah
Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken away from you?
Elisha
I pray you, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.

Elijah
You have asked a hard thing, but if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be so.  But if not, it shall not be so.
(Blackout during which Elijah drops mantle and exits.  A flash, then spotlight on Elisha standing centre stage.  Sons of Prophets form semi-circle round him at a distance)
Elisha
My father!  My father!  The chariots and horsemen of Israel!
(Stage still dim and during the following, Elisha picks up Elijah’s cloak and falls on his knees.  Prophets bow heads)
Voice
Behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

MUSIC.  CURTAIN.
THE END 
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