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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Jacob
· Reuben
· Simeon

· Levi
· Judah
· Issachar
· Gad
· Zebulun
· Asher
· Dan
· Naphtali
· Joseph
· Benjamin
· Narrator

· Jailer
· Butler
· Baker
· Pharaoh
· Servant

Scene 1

(Enter Jacob and stands at tent)

Jacob
My name is Jacob.  I am the son of Isaac and grandson of Abraham.  I live here, in the land of Canaan and have twelve wonderful sons.

(Enter 10 sons in groups as below and say their names and sit around the fire in a semi-circle)
REUBEN....SIMEON....LEVI
JUDAH....ISSACHAR....GAD
ZEBULUN....ASHER....DAN....NAPHTALI
(Enter Joseph and Benjamin and say their names - do not sit)
JOSEPH....BENJAMIN
Jacob
Ahhh, Joseph, my favourite son .... and little Benjamin, my youngest.

(Jacob puts his arms round their shoulders)
Jacob
Come into the tent Joseph, I have something for you.

(Jacob and Joseph enter tent - Benjamin sits with others)
Jacob
I love you very much Joseph.  I have made this coat for you.

Joseph
Thank you, Father.

(Joseph puts the coat on and runs his fingers over it)
**SONG 1:  Red and yellow and pink and green …

(Joseph then goes to show his brothers)
Joseph
Look what father has given me!
Judah
Oh go away Joseph.  We do not want to see it.

Naphtali
We know that father loves you more than us.

Dan
We know that you spy on us too.

Issachar
And we know how you give him bad reports about what we are doing.

Rest of brothers
Yes.  Go away Joseph.  We do not like you!
(Night time - lights go down and up again for morning - all are asleep - Joseph goes to brothers)
Joseph
Wake up all of you, wake up.  Listen to this dream I had last night.

**SONG 2:  I had a dream …
Jacob
(shouts)   Joseph!  That's enough talk of dreams.  Do you think your mother and brothers and I are going to bow down to you?
Simeon
Yes, that'll be the day when we bow down to you!
Reuben
(stands up)   Come on.  We've had enough of this dreamer.  Let's take the sheep down to Shechem.

(Brothers get up and travel across to Shechem and sit near the well.  Jacob, Joseph and Benjamin sit in tent)

Jacob
(to Joseph)   I want you to go to your brothers at Shechem and see if they are safe and the flock is alright.  Then come back and tell me.  Here.  (gives Joseph a bag)   Take some food with you.

(Joseph walks half way to Shechem and stands looking for his brothers)
Naphtali
Look.  (points to Joseph)  Here comes that dreamer.

Zebulun
Come on, let's kill him and throw him in that dry well.

Simeon
We can say that a wild animal killed him.

Issachar
Then we will see what becomes of his dreams.

Reuben
(stands up)   Let's not kill him.  Just throw him into the well.  (turns to audience)   I will rescue him later and take him back home.

(Joseph advances and the brothers grab him, take off his coat and put him in the well.  Joseph struggles but in vain.  They sit down and share out the food that Joseph brought - all except Reuben)
Reuben
I'm going to check on the sheep.  (Reuben leaves)
Naphtali
(points to curtains)   Look - some traders on their way to Egypt.

Judah
We won't gain anything by killing our brother.  Let's sell him to the traders instead.

(Judah and Naphtali drag Joseph off-stage and return - with money)
Simeon

How much did you get for him?
Judah
Twenty pieces of silver.

(As Judah sits down and shares out money Reuben enters and looks in the well)
Reuben
(to brothers)   He is not there – and I am the eldest.  What am I going to do?  (walks round thinking)   We will kill a goat and dip his coat in the blood.  We will tell Father we found it like that.

(They walk to curtain, Reuben goes behind with Joseph’s coat and returns with one covered in blood.  He gives it to Levi, Gad and Asher.  They all go to the tent)
Levi, Gad & Asher
We found this.  Is it Joseph’s?

Jacob
Yes.  (he takes the coat)  Some wild animal has killed him.  (sits down)  My son Joseph has been torn to pieces.  I will weep for him until the day I die.

(His sons take Jacob off stage.  On their way they (1) turn the sign over the tent (2) take the curtain off the hill (3) remove the well)
Scene 2

Narrator
Meanwhile in Egypt, Joseph had been sold to Potiphar, Captain of the Palace Guard.  The Lord was with Joseph and made him successful.  Potiphar was pleased with Joseph and put him in charge of his house and everything he owned.


Now Joseph was strong and handsome and Potiphar’s wife desired him.  But Joseph resisted her saying, “I will be loyal to my master, I will not sin against my God.”

So Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph and her husband believed her.


Joseph was arrested and put in the prison where the King's prisoners were kept.  And there he stayed!
(Enter Jailer with Joseph and puts him in the prison.  Jailer then leaves)
Narrator
But the Lord was with Joseph and blessed him so that the Jailer was pleased with him.  He put Joseph in charge of the other prisoners and made him responsible for everything that was done in the prison.

(Enter Jailer with Butler and Baker and puts them in prison)

Jailer
(to Joseph)  This is Pharaoh's Butler and Chief Baker.  You are responsible for looking after them, Joseph.

(Exit Jailer - lights dim for night and brighten for morning)
Joseph
Why do you look so worried today?
Butler
Each of us has had a dream.

Baker
But there is no-one who can explain what they mean.

Joseph
It is God who gives the ability to interpret dreams.  Tell them to me.

Butler
(stands up)   There was a grapevine in front of me with three branches on it.  As soon as the leaves came out, the blossoms appeared and the grapes ripened.  I squeezed the grapes into Pharaoh’s cup and gave it to him.

Baker
(stands next to Butler)   I dreamt I was carrying three bread baskets on my head.  In the top one were all kinds of pastries for Pharaoh but the birds were eating them.

Joseph
This is what they mean.

**SONG 3:  When Joseph was in Egypt
(Enter Pharaoh with Jailer)
Pharaoh
It is my birthday and I want to give a banquet.  Release my wine steward from prison to serve me.  The Chief Baker, however, shall be executed!
(Jailer releases Butler and Baker - takes Butler to Pharaoh but takes Baker off stage)
(Lights dim for night time and go brighter for morning.  Pharaoh wakes up and walks up and down looking worried)

Pharaoh
I have had two very strange dreams.  Why can't anyone tell me what they mean?
Butler
(bows to Pharaoh)   Your majesty, two years ago you put me in prison with the Chief Baker.  While we were there we both had dreams and a young Hebrew slave interpreted them for us.  Both dreams came true.

Pharaoh
Bring him to me.

(Butler goes and brings Joseph from prison - Joseph bows to Pharaoh)
Pharaoh
I had a dream and no-one can explain it.  I have been told that you can interpret dreams.

Joseph
Only God can interpret dreams.  I can only tell you the interpretation that God gives.

Pharaoh
I dreamt that I was standing by the river Nile.  Seven fat cows came up out of the river followed by seven thin cows.  The thin cows ate the fat cows but grew no fatter.


I dreamt a second time.  I saw seven full ears of corn swallowed up by seven thin ears which had been scorched by the east wind.  What does all this mean?
Joseph
This is what it means.

**SONG 4:  Pharaoh’s Number Two
Pharaoh
God has shown you all this, you must have great wisdom.  I now appoint you governor over all Egypt, to preserve life when the famine comes.

(Pharaoh gives Joseph his robe and ring and chain - all exit)
Scene 3
Narrator
Seven years of plenty in the land were followed by seven years of famine as Joseph had said.  During the seven good years, Joseph built large storehouses to store the food, so when there was famine in every other country, there was food in Egypt.

(Enter Jacob and sons - turn sign round on tent - brothers sit around the fire but Jacob and Benjamin sit in tent)
Benjamin
I'm hungry, Father and we have no food.

Jacob
(goes to sons)   I hear there is corn in Egypt.  Go and buy us some before we all starve to death.  Benjamin will stay with me.

(Brothers go to Egypt and kneel before Joseph)
Narrator
When Joseph saw his brothers he recognized them at once but they failed to see who this new governor in Egypt really was.  Joseph decided to test his brothers to see if they had repented of what they had done to him years earlier.  He pretended he did not know them.

Joseph
Where are you from?
Naphtali
We have come from Canaan to buy food.

Joseph
You are spies!
Issachar
No, we have come for food.  We are brothers.

Joseph
I don't believe you.  I think you are spies.

Reuben
But we really are brothers.  There were twelve of us.  One is dead and the other is at home with our father.

Joseph
(to Butler)   Put them in prison for three days while I decide what to do with them.

(Exit brothers with Butler who then returns)

Joseph
Fill the brothers’ sacks with corn and return their money in their sacks.

(Exit Butler - lights go down/up - next day enter Butler with brothers)
Joseph
To prove you are honest, one of you must stay in prison while the rest of you take food home and then return with your youngest brother.  (points to Simeon)   Tie him up!
(Butler ties him up and takes him off stage - brothers follow as far as curtain where they are given a sack each - they return across stage to Jacob's tent)

Reuben
We've had trouble in Egypt.  The new governor thinks we are spies.  We cannot return unless we take Benjamin with us.  Simeon is being kept there in prison until we return.

(Jacob
moans and shakes his head)
Naphtali
(looking in sack)  Oh no!  My money is still in my sack!

Others
(looking in their sacks)  So is mine!
Jacob
(groans again and then stands up in despair)  What are you trying to do to me?  Joseph is gone, Simeon is gone and now you want to take away Benjamin!  (Jacob sits down)
Judah
Send the boy with me.  If I do not bring him back to you I will accept the blame.  I pledge my life for his.

Jacob
Go then and take double money with you.  And take gifts of honey, nuts and spices.  May God make the man take pity on you.

**SONG 5:  May God's blessing surround you

(The brothers return and bow to Joseph)
Joseph
Take these men to my house to eat with me.

(The brothers put sacks by curtain and sit by Joseph's chair.  Simeon is brought to them by Butler and Servant serves a tray of food.  Joseph joins them)

Joseph
How is your father?
Reuben
He is alive and well.

Joseph
(goes to Benjamin)   So this is your youngest brother.  God bless you.
(Joseph rushes to side and weeps on his knees - stands up, wipes his eyes and returns)
Joseph
(to Butler)   Fill the men's sacks with food, return their money in their sacks and put my silver cup in the sack of the youngest brother.

(Butler does this and Servant clears away food - returns to give brothers the sacks and they leave Egypt)
Joseph
(to Butler)   Hurry after those men, ask them why they have stolen my silver cup.

(Butler runs after brothers)
Butler
Stop!  One of you has stolen my master’s silver cup.

(He searches all sacks ending with Benjamin - where he finds the cup)

Butler
You must all return with me to Egypt.

(They return and kneel before Joseph)
Brothers
We will all be your slaves.

Joseph
No, only the one who had the cup will be my slave.  The rest may return home.

Judah
I cannot return without the boy.  I have pledged my life for his.  One of my father’s sons is already dead.  If he loses this boy too ... the sorrow would kill him.

Joseph
I AM JOSEPH WHO YOU THINK IS DEAD.

(Total silence)
Joseph
Come closer.

(They stand and approach him)

Joseph
I am your brother Joseph who you sold into Egypt.  Do not blame yourselves.  It was God who sent me here to preserve your lives during the famine.  It is God who has made me ruler of all Egypt.  Now go and tell my father that I am alive and he must come and live here in Egypt.

(Joseph hugs Benjamin and says his name - then hugs all of them – they return to Jacob)
Zebulun
Joseph is still alive.

Dan
He is the ruler of all Egypt.

Jacob
My son Joseph is still alive.  I must go and see him before I die.
(Jacob and brothers go to Joseph – they hug each other)

**SONG:  God reigns above
THE END
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