Jonah
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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator
· Jonah

· Captain

· Crew 1-4
· Reader

· King
· Courtier(s)

Scene 1
(Jonah is seated)

Narrator
Jonah, stir yourself!  Go to Nineveh, that great city, and speak out against it.  I am aware how wicked its people are.

**SONG – The Journey of Life

Jonah
(thinking hard)  I do believe in God, I really do.  Why should I have been prophesying all these years in Israel if I don’t believe in God?  I must obey Him, I must, but to leave my homeland and all my family ….
Even though this nation continually turns away from God and I’ve suffered hardship and hatred from my fellow Israelites, to leave alone and travel to Assyria, to Nineveh, the greatest city on earth – it’s too much to ask, too much of a self-sacrifice.
My fellow countrymen barely tolerate me here.  If the people of Nineveh see me, a wandering Jewish stranger in their affluent and luxurious city, which I hear is also frequently the site of bloodshed, what will they think?  What will they do to me?
I do believe in God, I really do, but this request is more than I can tolerate.

(Jonah now walks round the room, muttering to himself, “I can’t do it, I just can’t go to Nineveh”, etc)
Scene 2 – At Joppa
(Mock-up boat plus oars and cargo on stage, Captain and Crew on board)

Narrator
So instead of going eastwards to Nineveh, Jonah hurried westwards to the port of Joppa, away from the presence of the Lord – or so he thought.
(Jonah speaks to the Captain)

Jonah
I’m in rather a hurry – where are you going – when are you leaving?  I’ve very little luggage, I’m not worried about a bunk.  I’ll pay the full fare.
Captain
Well, it’s an 8 week journey.  We’re only stopping every few days to take on provisions.  Are you a good traveller?  Hey, you’re not in trouble or anything like that, are you?  You seem to be in rather a hurry.
Jonah
It’s vital that I get to – where did you say? – Spain?
Captain
OK, crew, what do you think?  (They all nod)  Right, we sail in one hour.
(Jonah enters boat)
Jonah
Do we expect a calm passage?

Crew 1
I hope so.  We need to make good time to Cyprus, our first port of call.  By the look of the clear sky, the weather looks set fair.  Have you noticed how many stars are appearing in the sky?

** SONG – Twinkle, twinkle, little star
Narrator
Some time later, the weather changes for the worse.
(Crew are fearful, panicking, praying to their gods, throwing cargo overboard)

Narrator
But Jonah slept soundly below deck in the ship’s hold.

Captain
What are you doing asleep?  Get up and pray to your God for help.  Maybe he will feel sorry for us and spare our lives!

Crew 2
We should draw lots and find out who is to blame for getting us into this danger.
Crew 3
Our names have been written on this piece of paper.  (Looks at Jonah)  What did you say your name was?  Your name goes into this bucket as well.
Crew 4
I’m going to pick out one of these pieces of paper and whoever’s name is written on it, well, we’ll blame him and take some action.

Narrator
So they drew lots and Jonah’s name was drawn.

Crew 1
Now tell us this, are you to blame?
Crew 2
What are you really doing here anyway?

Crew 3
What country do you come from, what is your nationality?

Jonah
I am a Hebrew.  I worship the God of heaven who made the sea and the land.  I am running away from God.  I should have been in Nineveh.  I do know that God has a right to instruct me.
(Falls on his knees in prayer)
When I look to your heavens and see the greatness of the work of your hands in creating the moon and the stars, how wonderful it is that you’ve even thought about my life.

(Crew are terrified and angry)

Crew 1
Running away, that’s an awful thing to do!  Did you not believe in your God?  Have you no conscience?

Crew 2
Well, what should we do to stop the storm?
Jonah
Throw me into the sea and it will calm down.  I know it is my fault that you are caught in this violent storm.

Crew 3
We’ll have one last try at rowing to shore.
(Crew row frantically)

Crew 4
It’s no good, we’re never going to make it.  Let’s do as he says, let’s throw him into the sea.
Captain & Crew
(Praying)  O Lord, we pray, don’t punish us with death for taking this man’s life.  You, O Lord, are responsible for this, this is your doing.

Narrator
The sailors were so afraid of the Lord that they offered a sacrifice and promised to serve Him.

**SONG – And Jonah thought he’d sail away from God
Scene 3 – The fish 
Narrator
The Lord commanded a large fish to swallow Jonah and he was in the fish for 3 days and 3 nights.

(Jonah prays)
Reader
Read Jonah 2, verses 1-9.

Narrator
Then the Lord ordered the fish to spew Jonah up on the beach, and it did.

**SONG – Morning has broken
Scene 4 - Nineveh

Narrator
So Jonah obeyed the Lord and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took 3 days to walk round it.

(Jonah, walking around the room)

Jonah
In 40 days Nineveh will be destroyed – will you not believe?  The Lord of heaven has decreed that in 40 days Nineveh will be destroyed.  Go to your homes and consider what God has said.

Narrator
The people of Nineveh believed God’s message.  They decided that everyone should fast and put on sackcloth to show they had repented.
It even reached the ears of the king.
(The king enters with courtier(s) and sits on his throne)

Courtier
There is a strange fellow walking in our city, Your Majesty.  He calls himself a Hebrew prophet.  He is having a remarkable influence on your subjects.  He is crying out that in 40 days his God will destroy us all if we do not change from our evil ways.

Narrator
And the king too was influenced by the message that Jonah brought from the God of heaven.  So much so, that he got up from his throne, put on sackcloth and sat down in ashes.  He sent out a proclamation to the people of Nineveh.

King
This is an order from the king and his officials:
No-one is to eat anything.  All persons, cattle and sheep are forbidden to eat or drink.  All persons and animals must wear sackcloth.  Everyone must pray earnestly to God and give up his wicked behaviour and his evil actions.  Perhaps God will change his mind, perhaps he will stop being angry and we will not die.
**SONG – This is an order from the king
Scene 5 – On a hill, east of Nineveh
Narrator
God saw what the people did.  He saw that they had given up their wicked behaviour, so he changed his mind and did not punish them as he said he would.
Jonah
(angrily)  Lord, didn’t I say before I left home that this is just what you would do?  That’s why I did my best to run away to Spain.  I knew that you are a loving God, always patient, always kind and always ready to change your mind and not punish.  Now, Lord, let me die, I am better off dead than alive.
Narrator
And the Lord said to Jonah, “What right have you to be angry?”
(So Jonah, thoughtful and saddened moves out from the city)

Narrator
And the Lord made a shelter for Jonah and Jonah sat in its shade, waiting to see what would happen to Nineveh.  Then the Lord made a plant grow up over Jonah to give him more shade, so that he would be comfortable.
Jonah
Thank you, Lord, I appreciate this cover.  This is just what I need in the heat of the desert.
(Jonah lies down to sleep)

Narrator
As dawn broke and the sun rose, a worm attacked the plant and it withered and died.  A hot east wind and the sun beat down on him.

**SONG – Take my life

Jonah
Oh, I wish I was dead!  I would be better off dead than alive.  Why has the plant died?  I am so sad and angry, angry enough to die.
Narrator
And the Lord said, “Why should you be angry and sad?  This plant grew up in one night and disappeared the next.  You didn’t do anything for it.  You didn’t make it grow, yet you feel sorry for it.
How much more then should I have pity on Nineveh, that great city, a city with over 120,000 children and as many animals?”
Reader
So, my friends, before we sing our last hymn, perhaps we can take personal lessons from these dramatic incidents home with us.
Firstly, that God has supreme control and power over his creation.
Secondly, that God is a God of love and mercy and would rather forgive and save, even the enemies of his people, than punish and destroy them.

**SONG – Teach me thy way
THE END 
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