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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator

· Nebuchadnezzar

· Ashpenaz

· Daniel
· Hananiah/Shadrach

· Mishael/Meshach

· Azariah/Abednego
· Guard

· Astrologers/Magicians

· Arioch

· Image builders

· Herald
· Soldiers
· Belshazzar

· Wives 1-3
· Nobles

· Servants

· Darius
· Advisor

· Governors 1 & 2
Scene 1 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Palace
Narrator
When Jehoiakim was king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon came against Jerusalem and besieged it.  Jehoiakim was taken prisoner along with many Jews and they were carried off to Babylon together with some of the temple treasures.


Our play begins with King Nebuchadnezzar in his palace in Babylon.

(Enter Neb and Ashpenaz)


Whilst in his palace, King Neb ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Jews from the Royal Family and nobility.

Neb
I wish to see some young handsome men, willing to learn and quick to understand and who are able to serve me in the palace.  I wish to teach them of our language and ways.

(Exit Ashpenaz)

Narrator
So these young men were assigned food and drink from the king’s table.  They were to be trained for three years and after that to enter the king’s service.

(Ashpenaz returns with 4 men)

Daniel
My name is Daniel.  I am to be given a new name of Belteshazzar.

Hananiah
My name is Hananiah.  I am to be given a new name of Shadrach.

Mishael
My name is Mishael.  I am to be given a new name of Meshach.

Azariah
My name is Azariah.  I am to be given a new name of Abednego.

Shadrach
(to Ashpenaz)  We cannot defile ourselves by eating the king’s food and wine.

Meshach
This would be against our Jewish law.

Ashpenaz
I’m afraid this is the King’s decree.  I cannot allow you not to eat.  If you starve, you will begin to look old and lose your good looks.  If that happened, the King would have me killed.
Daniel
Please – test your servants for 10 days.  Give us nothing but vegetables and water to eat and drink and then see how we look.

Ashpenaz
(thinks)  Alright, I’ll agree!  But I wish to compare you with all the others in 10 days.

Narrator
At the end of ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food.  So the guard allowed them to continue eating vegetables instead.
To these young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning.  And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.
King Nebuchadnezzar was amazed with their wisdom and understanding.
**SONG – God holds the key
Scene 2 – King’s Bedroom
(Neb in bed.  Guard by side of bed)

Neb
(in bed, tossing and turning)  My mind is troubled!  I can’t sleep!  These dreams!  I can’t understand these dreams!
(to Guard)  Bring in my astrologers and magicians.  I want them to tell me what I have dreamed.

(Guard leaves and brings in astrologers and magicians)

Neb
I’ve had a dream that troubles me.  You must tell me the dream and what it means.
Astrologer
Oh my King, live for ever!
Ast
Tell us your dream and we will tell you what it means

Ast
Yes, you must tell your servants your dream.
Neb
But I cannot remember my dream!  (getting angry)  If you do not tell me my dream, I will have you all cut into tiny pieces and I’ll have all your houses destroyed.  But if you can tell me the dream and explain it, I will give you great rewards and honour.  So, tell me the dream!

Ast
Your Majesty, please tell us your dream and we will then tell you its meaning.

Neb
(very angry)  Are you trying to annoy me?  If you do not tell me the dream, you know the penalty.  Don’t fool with me.  Tell me the dream and I’ll know you can interpret it.

Ast
There is no man on earth that can do what you ask.

Ast
No king, however great or mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or astrologer.

Ast
What the King asks is too difficult.

Ast
Only gods can tell such a thing, and they don’t live with us.

Neb
(blazing)  You will all DIE!  Arioch!

(Arioch enters)

Neb
Take these magicians away and execute them.

(Astrologers leave followed by Arioch.  Daniel enters and speaks to Arioch just before he leaves the stage)

Daniel
Why is the King being so harsh with these people?
Arioch
Because the King says he has had a dream and cannot remember it.  The astrologers and magicians can’t tell him his dream and they are to be punished.

(Arioch remains on stage near King.  Daniel leaves)

Narrator
And so Daniel returned to his home and explained this matter to his 3 friends.  He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven so that they might not be executed with all the wise men of Babylon.  During the night, the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision.

(Enter Daniel in prayer)

Daniel
Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever, for wisdom and power are His.  You have given me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you.  You have made known to me the dream of the king.

(to Arioch)  Do not execute the wise men.  Take me to the king, I will interpret his dream.

(Arioch goes to the king)

Arioch
O King, I have found a man from Judah who can tell the dream and its meaning.

(Arioch beckons Daniel to the king)

Neb
Are you able to tell me what I saw?
Daniel
No wise man or magician or astrologer can explain this dream to the King.  But there is a God in heaven who can.  He has shown to you what will happen in days to come.

You looked, O King, and there before you stood an enormous statue.  It was awesome in appearance.
Narrator
Reads Daniel 2, verses 32-35

Daniel
This was the dream and now we will interpret it to the King.

Narrator
Reads Daniel 2, verses 37-43

**SONG – Oh, what a wonderful dream

Daniel
In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed.  Nor will it be left to another people.  It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure for ever.
The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future.

Neb
(falls down before Daniel)  You are a wise man, the wisest in the kingdom.  Surely your god is God of gods and a revealer of mysteries.


(rising)  Bring in the gifts!  I make you ruler of the entire province of Babylon.

Narrator
At Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.

(All leave stage)
Scene 3 – Image of gold and the fiery furnace
Narrator
King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, 90 feet high and 9 feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura.
(Enter builders with the golden image, followed by Nebuchadnezzar)

Neb
All my governors, advisors and judges shall come from all over my kingdom to the dedication of this image.

Narrator
So all assembled themselves for the dedication of the image that the king had set up and they stood before it.

(Enter Herald)

Herald
(loudly)   All people, this is what you are commanded to do. As soon as you hear the sound of the horn and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship this image of gold. Whoever does not will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.

(Music sounds – enter Astrologers/Magicians)

Narrator
Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshipped the image of gold that the king had set up.

Ast
(steps forward towards the king)   Oh King, you have made this decree that anyone who does not fall down and worship the image will be thrown into the blazing furnace. We have noticed that there are some Jews, those who are helping you govern the province, who have not fallen down and worshipped.

Ast
They will not worship your gods or the image of gold.

King
(furious)   Summon Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego to me.

(The three friends are brought in)
King
Is it true that you refuse to worship my gods or my golden image? I commanded that all people fall down and worship when they hear the music. If you refuse to worship, you will be thrown into the blazing furnace, then what god will be able to save you?

**SONG - Three brave men
Shadrach
Oh King, we do not need to defend ourselves in this matter.

Meshach
If we are thrown into the burning fire, the God we serve is able to save us from it. He will rescue us.

Abednego
But even if he does not, we want you to know that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold.

King
(furious)  How dare you flout me or my gods! Heat the furnace seven times hotter than usual. I order my strongest soldiers to tie these three men up and throw them into the blazing furnace.

(They are thrown in – soldiers fall down from the heat)
Herald
Weren’t there three men thrown into the fire?

(All agree)

King
Look, I see four men walking around in the fire. They’re all unharmed – and the fourth looks like a son of god.


(He approaches the furnace and shouts)  Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!

(They come out)

Herald
The fire hasn’t harmed their bodies, their clothes are not scorched and there’s no smell of fire on them!

King
Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants.

Herald
These are the men who trusted in the God of heaven and were willing to die rather than serve and worship the gods of Babylon.

King
I decree that any people of any nation who say anything against the God of these three men shall be cut in pieces and their houses destroyed. And I hereby promote Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

Narrator
Towards the end of his life, Nebuchadnezzar was made to acknowledge that the God of heaven is the Sovereign King. He was made to live like an animal until such times as he was prepared to praise the Most High God and honour and glorify He who lives for ever. Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson that God despises the proud and gives grace to the humble.


After his death, Belshazzar reigned in Babylon.

Scene 4 – The writing on the wall
(Banquet with Belshazzar, wives, nobles and servants/guards)
Belshazzar
Bring in the golden goblets that King Nebuchadnezzar took from the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. I want you all to enjoy yourselves. I want us all to praise our gods of gold and silver.
Wife 1
We will worship you as our great king.
Wife 2
We will worship the gods of gold and silver.

Wife 3
We will worship the gods of wood and stone.

(All enjoying themselves then writing appears on the wall. King turns pale, knees knocking, legs give way!)
Belshazzar
(shouts out in fear)  Where are my magicians and astrologers?


(They enter)  Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed round his neck.
(All study the writing)

Ast
We cannot read the writing, O King.

Ast
Nor can we tell the King what it means.

(They leave, King becomes more terrified, enter Bel’s Queen)

Queen
O King, live for ever! Don’t be alarmed. Don’t be terrified. There is a man in your kingdom who, in the time of your grandfather, was given intelligence and wisdom – like that of your gods. This man, Daniel, also has the ability to interpret dreams and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel and he will tell you what the writing means.

Belshazzar
In that case I will send for Daniel. (to servant) Send for Daniel!
(Daniel enters)

Belshazzar
Are you Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah?
Daniel
Yes, Your Majesty.

Belshazzar
I understand you are extremely wise and intelligent. My other wise men cannot interpret this writing but I gather you are able to solve difficult problems. If you can read this writing you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed round your neck.

Daniel
You may keep your gifts, O King, and give your rewards to someone else. However, I will read the writing and tell you what it means.
** SONG - Make what is true
Narrator
Reads Daniel 5 v 18-21 and then v 22-24.

Daniel
This is the inscription that was written: Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin.
Mene – God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end.
Tekel – You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting.
Upharsin – Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.
Belshazzar
You are wiser than all others in my kingdom.

Narrator
That very night, Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom at the age of 62.
Scene 5 – Darius the Mede – Daniel in the lions’ den
(Enter Darius and Advisor)

Darius
(to advisor)  Appoint 120 governors over the provinces in Babylon. They must report to my chief governors frequently in order for me to know what is happening. I have heard so much of a distinguished man called Daniel that I am planning to set him over the whole kingdom.

(King sits at far end of room)

Narrator
After some time, the governors arranged to meet to discuss the situation.

Gov 1
As governors, we are finding it very difficult to work under Daniel. He is so honest! He’s so fair! Never takes bribes. We have powerful positions and should be rich as well – but with Daniel in charge, we’ve no chance of making our fortunes.

Gov 2
The only way we can get rid of him is to test him with the laws of his God.

Gov 1
I have a solution. Wait until we go in to see the king.

(Advisor moves to beckon the governors into the king’s presence)

Gov 1
O King, live for ever. All your governors and advisors have agreed that it would be wise for you to issue a command that anyone who prays to any god, except you your Majesty, during the next 30 days, should be thrown into the lions’ den.

Gov 2
We ask, O King, that you will put this command in writing so that it cannot be altered.

(Darius stands and strolls around thinking)

Darius
Very well. That sounds a wise idea. I’ll sign such a command.

(All leave. Enter Daniel and kneels in prayer)

Narrator
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been signed, he went home, to his upstairs room where the windows opened towards Jerusalem.  Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to God and asking for help.

(Enter Governors – see Daniel at prayer – murmur and point. They leave and hold a conversation with the king)
Gov 2
Did you not say that anyone who prays to any god except you, O King, will be thrown to the lions?

Darius
I did, and the decree cannot be altered.

Gov 1
Then we have seen Daniel paying no attention to you. He still prays three times a day to his God.

(Daniel rises and leaves stage. Darius enters in a disturbed state and talks to himself, walks around then sits)

Darius
I have great respect for Daniel. What have I done?  What have I done? I must think of a way to save Daniel.

(Governors return)

Gov 2
May the King live for ever. We ask, O King, that Daniel be punished according to the laws of the land.

Darius
(stands up and says sadly)  I have no alternative. Send for Daniel.

(Soldiers return with Daniel)

Darius
According to my law, because you have worshipped your God you will be thrown to the lions. May your God rescue you.
(Soldiers take Daniel and throw him to the lions)

Narrator
A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles. Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating. And he could not sleep ...
(Lights dim – spotlight on Daniel)

Narrator
At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice.
Darius
Daniel! Servant of the living God. Has your God whom you serve continually been able to rescue you from the lions?
Daniel
O King, live for ever.  My God sent his angel and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me.
Darius
(to soldiers)  Fetch Daniel out – and throw my evil governors into the den.
Narrator
And the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

Darius
I write this command. To all peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the world:
You must all fear and reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures for ever. His kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues and saves and performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.

**SONG - How great thou art
THE END
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