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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Joey

· Dwain

· Mr Blimp

· Mrs Blimp

· Carol singers

· Narrator

· Mary

· 2 Angels

· 3 Innkeepers

· Joseph

· Shepherds

· Wise Men

· Animals

**  Music: Simply having a wonderful Christmastime

(Lights up on a modern-day living room.  After lunch on Christmas day, Mr B. sitting in arm chair relaxing, rather bloated from lunch.  Joey and Dwain arguing about what to watch on TV.  Mrs Blimp shouting about the mess and all the washing up. 
Mr B. picks up book of bad jokes. 
Joey and Dwain pick up Radio Times)
Joey
I want to watch World in Action about the plight of the Vietnamese boat people.
Dwain
Oh, that’s so boring.

Joey
Dwain, it’s very educational.

Dwain
Oh, come on Joey, it’s Christmas.  Christmas is supposed to be fun.  Let’s watch the ‘Carry On’ film.

Mr Blimp
No, no, boys, now don’t start.  It has to be the ‘Sound of Music’.  We always watch the ‘Sound of Music’ on Christmas Day.

Dwain
Oh, I feel sick.  I shouldn’t have had that last three seconds of Christmas pudding.

Mum
(Loudly)   Who’s going to help me with all this washing up then?   I don’t know - I buy the presents, I wrap them up, I dress the Christmas tree, I put up the decorations, I stuff the turkey, peel the sprouts, set the table and now I’ve to do the washing up - I do it all!  All you lot do is unwrap the presents, eat the turkey and laugh at my Christmas cake. Where’s your Christmas spirit?

Mr B
Oh my love, sit down, put your feet up.  Let’s watch the 'Sound of Music'.

Joey
Oh, Dad.

Dwain
Oh, Mum.

(Strains of ‘Sound of Music’ heard as Mr B. turns on the TV)

Mrs B
Oh, lovely, this is what Christmas is all about.  Can you pour me a little gin and tonic please, Bert.

Dwain
Oh no, Mum’s hitting the bottle again.

Joey
No, she’s not.  She’s quite entitled to a Christmas drink.
Dwain
Yeah, but she always has too much to drink on Christmas Day and it gets so embarrassing.
Joey
What do you know anyway?  You’re just a stupid kid.  I’m the only one who knows anything round here.

Dwain
Yeah, Joey Blimp, what a wimp!

Mr B
Boys, will you be quiet just for once - it is Christmas Day you know.

(They all settle down to watch ‘Sound of Music’)

Dwain
I’m bored.

Joey
So am I, this film has no quality.

Dwain
I’m really bored.

Joey
Can I have a drink, Dad?

Mr B
No, you can’t.  No son of mine will touch alcohol before the age of consent.

Joey
Dad, you are such a bore.

Mrs B
Shut up, you lot, I can’t hear the telly.

Dwain
Christmas is just so boring.

Joey
I agree.
(Ring on door bell)

**  Song 1:  Oh come, all ye faithful, sung unaccompanied, by the carol singers

Dwain
What’s that?

Joey
Dunno.  You answer it, Mum.

Mrs B
Can’t be bothered.

Mr B
I’ll go.  Fancy people knocking on Christmas Day!

(Mr B goes to back to let carol singers in who are still singing ‘Oh come, all ye faithful’.  All come up from the back of hall and gather in living room of the Blimp family.  Blimps all stare in disbelief)

Mrs B
Hello, there.  Can we help you?

Mr B
Yea, um, what exactly do you want?  It’s Christmas Day, you know.

Singer
We’d like to tell you a little about the real meaning of Christmas, what it really means.  All these decorations and tinsel are very pretty and I’m sure you had a lovely lunch but do you know anything about the person whose birthday you are supposed to be celebrating?
Mr B
Well, my birthday’s in May.

Mrs B
And mine’s in August.  Joey’s is in September and Dwain - well, I think he’s in June.

Dwain
No, it’s not, it’s in July.  It’s probably the cat’s birthday, we always forget the cat.

Singer
No, Dwain, it’s not the cat’s birthday.

Dwain
How do you know my name?

Singer
Never you mind.  What I propose we do is sit down if that’s all right, Mr Blimp.

Mr B
Yes, I think so.

Singers
OK, folks.  Sit down.

(All carol singers sit and Blimps too in front 4 seats of audience)

Singer
Thanks, Mr Blimp.  Christmas has become so commercialised nowadays and everyone spends so much money.  Sometimes it seems like a real waste of time.  It should be an opportunity to think about a very important man.  We’d like to tell you more about him.  Will you listen?

Blimps (except Joey)
Yes, of course we will.

Joey
I suppose so.

Narrator
It all started long, long ago in a town called Nazareth where a young woman called Mary lived.
(Enter Mary, dusting and cleaning)
Narrator
One day an angel from God came to her.
(Enter Angel 1)

Angel 1
Peace be with you.  The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you.

(Mary looks frightened and tries to run away)

Angel 1
Don’t be afraid, Mary.  God has been gracious to you.  You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and you will call him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God.  The Lord will make him a king and his kingdom will never end.

Mary
How can this be?

Angel 1
The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the child will be called the son of God.

Mary
I am the Lord’s servant, may it happen to me as you have said.  My heart praises the Lord because he has remembered me and all his descendants for ever.

(Mary kneels, Angels gather round her)

**  Song 2:  Praise him, praise him, all ye little children
(After song Mary and Angels exit.  Enter innkeepers)
1st Innkeeper
It’s a jolly busy time here in Bethlehem.
2nd Innkeeper
Yes, the census is certainly good for business.

1st Innkeeper
Yes, it ought to happen more often.  The governor's doing us all a favour – all this business, all this money!

2nd Innkeeper
Well, my inn’s full, no more room.  Better put up the ‘No Vacancies' sign.
(Enter 3rd innkeeper)

1st Innkeeper
Look, there’s Benjamin.  I wonder if he’s got any rooms still vacant?
3rd Innkeeper
Greetings, fellow innkeepers - no room in my inn.  It’s great this, eh?
(Innkeepers depart to various inns.  Enter Mary and Joseph, tired.  Joseph goes to inn 1)

Joseph
Hello.  I was wondering, do you have any rooms to rent?  We have travelled a long way and are very tired.

1st Innkeeper
Very sorry, totally fully booked.  Try that inn over there.  They might be able to help.

(Joseph goes to inn 2)

Joseph
Hello, um, I was wondering, I know it says ‘No vacancies', but do you have any rooms - we’re not fussy - any room will do?

2nd Innkeeper
I’m sorry, we really are fully booked.  Very busy time this.  Try that inn over there.

Joseph
Oh, this is useless.  We are so tired.  Oh well, here goes.  (Goes to inn 3)
Good evening, do you have any rooms?

3rd Innkeeper
No, I’m sorry.  I’ve no room.  (Joseph goes to exit)   Oh, but wait a minute, I have room in my stables with the animals if you don’t mind.  At least it is dry and you can rest for the night.

Joseph
0 thank you kindly.

3rd Innkeeper
Follow me.

(Innkeepers build up stable, over music.  Mary and Joseph settle down.  All youngsters, 10 and under, kneel in front of audience)

Narrator
In the stable Mary gave birth to a son.  She wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger.  Joseph named him Jesus.
**  Song 3:  Away in a Manger
(Mary mimes the song.  After song, all except M & J return to chorus positions.  Enter Shepherds, play with wool — James asleep)
Narrator
There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the fields looking after their sheep.  Suddenly an angel of the Lord shone over them.

(Shepherds look scared and try to run - try to wake James up - eventually wake James up.  Angel 2 and other Angels walk up aisle)
Angel 2
Don’t be afraid.  I’m here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all people.  This day in David’s town, your Saviour was born, Christ the Lord.  And you will find him wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.

All Angels
Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.

Shepherd
Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has told us.

**  Song 4:  Under Bethlem’s Star
(Shepherds and Angels travel to stable and take up positions.  Enter Wise Men with books - looking at books and asking audience where the baby is)
Wise Men
(To audience)   Where is the baby born to be king of the Jews?  Where is the baby we’ve read about?

Singer
In the town of Bethlehem in Judaea.  For it is written: 
‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah, you are by no means the least of the leading cities of Judah for from you will come a leader who will guide my people Israel’.
Narrator
So they left and they saw the star.  They were very happy.  The star went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.

**  Song 5:  Brightest and Best of the sons of the morning

(During song, Wise Men to back of hall and round, in side door, kneel and give gifts to Mary and Joseph.  Innkeepers and all others gather round in the stable.  Animals get up and stand at the front, looking at baby Jesus.  After song - come forward in turn and say one of these lines to audience)

1. Jesus grew in favour with God and man.
2. Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist.

3. Jesus taught people about the kingdom of God.

4. Jesus performed many miracles.

5. Jesus healed many people.

6. Jesus taught people how to love God and their neighbours.

7. Jesus was hated by religious leaders.

8. Jesus was crucified.

9. Jesus rose from the dead.

Singer
So you see, Mr Blimp, Jesus’ birth was really very important.  We celebrate the life of Jesus and the hope of all the Bible stories.  You can find out lots more about Jesus in the Bible.  We are all happy to know about Jesus, aren’t we?

All
Yes, yes, yes!

Mr B
Well, this has all been very interesting.  It seems that you really have a reason to celebrate.  This Jesus must be very important. Thank you for showing us about his birth.

Singer
Would you like to join us in one more song as we go?

Mrs B
Well, I feel really happy and we’d love to join in your song, wouldn’t we boys?

Dwain & Joey
Yes, Mum.

Mr B
You know, this Jesus was so important to all mankind and yet he was born in a stable.

All
Born in a stable.

(All carol singers pick up all hats and coats etc. and sing with audience as they exit to back of hall)
**  Song 6:  Hark, the herald angels sing

(After the song, there will be some music.  Everyone on again for a bow and for the audience to clap)
THE END 

O come all ye faithful – Christadelphian Hymn Book no 165
O come, all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye, 0 come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold him 
Born the King of angels
           O come, let us adore him
           O come, let us adore him
           O come, let us adore him 
           Christ the Lord!
See, how the shepherds 
Summoned to his cradle 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps
Sing, choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation
Yea, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above 
Glory to God 
In the highest
Praise him, praise him  - Sing to the Lord no 23
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children
He is love, He is love
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children
He is love, He is love.

Thank Him, thank Him, all ye little children

Love Him, love Him, all ye little children

Crown Him, crown Him, all ye little children
Away in a Manger  - Sing to the Lord no 32
Away in a manger, a crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes
I love Thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
And fit us to dwell in thy kingdom so fair.

Under Bethlem's star – source unknown
Under Bethlem’s star so bright, shepherds watched their flocks by night
Came an angel telling them, they must go to Bethlehem
Hasten, hasten they did say, Jesus Christ you’ll find that way
Sleeping in a manger bare, lies the Holy Child so fair
Mary rocks him tenderly, Joseph sings a lullaby
Jesus, Jesus, we love Him.  Jesus, Jesus is our king.
Brightest and best - Christadelphian Hymn Book no 189
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid
Star of the east, the horizon adorning
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Say, shall we yield him in costly devotion
Odours of Edom, and offerings divine
Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean
Myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?

Vainly we offer each ample oblation
Vainly with gifts would his favour secure
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid
Star of the east, the horizon adorning
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.


Hark! the Herald Angels Sing – Sing to the Lord no 36
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King
Peace on earth, and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations, rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With th’angelic host proclaim 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’ 
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glow to the new-born King.

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings
Risen with healing in his wings
Pleased with man on earth to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King. 
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